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CAR@TURE OF CARUSO MAKING A RECORD
Drawn by himself
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Throughout his career,
Caruso earned $ 9,000,000

Why such a rich man still
used to work so much?
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Caruso had a persistant
“cold”, and complained
of severe headaches



“Dr. H.’s treatments corisisted in
laying him on a metal table,
placing zinc plates on his stomach
and sandbags on top of them.

An electric current was then
passed through the plates.”

































“I feel [the cold] is in my
chest and it will take a long
time to go on. 1 must stop to

work and go back to my
country, otherwise I will go
down like a fruit goes down

from the tree.”



“I had never seen Enrico {ook so

weary and worn as on the day he
returned to New York.

The tour had beern even harder
than he had expecied and his cold,
instead of disappearing, had
descended to his chest.”



His cold began to keep
him awake at night, and
he decided to see his
doctor once again.
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At the end of the evening,
Sanson-Enrico was struck by
a falling pillar from the
temple.




- S

... malgi g OIYE. O no di

cartonepilrtutiavia ROSIILUT ATroNno

tale cOVRIIIOTIT,

% yr ¥ / _:i?u*”/CO 2 iniStro
N,

che



The next day, Caruso had a
chill while out driving.
He was treated jor this

in the same way as he was
for the hieadaches.



“Before night Enrico had
a dull pain in his left side
and began to cough.”



“ogni piccolo respiro, ogni piccolo
movimento, ogni piccola parola mi davano

torture terribili al fianco.

Mi consultai con me stesso perché nessuno
meglio di me in simili casi mi consiglia bene
e decisi, per molte ragioni, di non far parola

a nessitino e cercare di cantare la sera’









“As he reached iieiigii A in S aria
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The usual practitioner was
called, diagnosed intercostal
neuralgia, strapped Caruso’s
chest with adnesive tape, and

the tenor reiturned to finish

the performance.















Before the performance
his wife noted that
the water he used
to wash his mouth

was pink and later red.
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On December 21 he
awoke in great pain.
His attendant changed
the adhestve tape.
The performance was
cancelled.
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“If it's your throat,
why are you holding

your side?”™




“What is wrong with
Caruso? The man

must be sick.”




“I was horrified at his
color, which was a
curious greyish

green.”










“They liked
[the performancef
but my side hurt,
not strong but much.”









“To go to Christmas shopping
with Enrico was a lovely
adventure.

He bought whai he had planned to
buy, never asked the price ... and
left the shop without any idea of
how much money we had spent.”



“On about 12.30 ... some kind
of fainting spell possessed me.

I thought a hot bath would help

me [but] I jell ... and I started
to scream like a madman. ”



The hotel dector gave
him an imjection of
codeine, then ether is
administered




Since the usual practitioner
was not to be found,
the distinguished New York
internist, Dr. &vans, was called.
His diagnosis was pleurisy and
probably pneumonia.
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 HALTBULLETINS
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6 Ehe New Jork Times
&
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* Mr. Enrico Caruso %uffering from
an attack of pleurds of o painful
ithough not seriouns @aracter. This will
necegsitnle his ir\M::\Q ifined to his
room for i hrh*b@‘rii ©anid i bulletin
made pubiic @w‘.:n"b{'wr Christmas by
the five ph fel ﬁlh(*n attending him,
all of wh Winued to handle the
cape ex ) Philip Harowitz, who

d to witindraw when hils skull

was
was- Evactured by a fall from 2 horse

i tral Park.
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Three days after, Caruso became
acutely dyspneic and cyanotic.

The distress is relieved by an
immediate thoracentesis.

It was decided that an operation
was needed.



Overnight the suite at the Vanderbilt is
transformed into an operating room.

Dr. John F. Erdman b
removes four liters of a
dark purulent iluid
through an intercostal
incision, a drain is
inserted.




6 Che New York Eimes

January 1, 192

GARUSO IS BETTER
- AFTER OPERATION

Doctors Issue Ouly Q(&ulletm
' and Fr.nw@f &ahgh’ced

1k: Wi@noes ondition.
n@nou@ AS TO'RECOVERY
o

Recuperation Is Slow and He May

Q/% Not Sing Again This Season—

i Sends New Year Greeting.







the fever returns

new operation at the Hotel Vanderbilt
the viscosity ot the fluid in the pleural
cavity makes it necessary to remove
10 cm of rib






severe bradicardic crisis

last riies administered
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On March 1, Erdmann incised and drained
an abscess in the left “flank”, the
appearance of which was heralded by a
recurrence of fever.

In the two succeeding weeks, more
abscesses were drawned. After the fifth
abscess was treated it was decided that

Caruso needed a blood transfusion



Caruso is well enough to get up a
short while every day.
He talks incessanily of wanting to
return to italy.

He begins to take car rides out in
Central Park.









Just before the departure to Italy, a
young doctor congratulates with a
speechless Caruso on the way his
operated rib was growing and shows
him the X-ray plates.
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Sant’ Enrico imperatore
once again pain
in his flank













Back from a trip to Capri, on watching
the fireworks from the balcony, Dorothy
noticed that his face was flushed, his hand
was hot and he already had a huge
texmiperature.

The next morning, however, he seemed
well again, and a few days later he
determined to go to Pompei.






Caruso gives a young
man an audcition, and
Dorothy finds him
singing Martha.
That evening, his
temperature returns












consultaticn with the
Bastianelli brothers
surgery is decided for
next week







sudden crisis
stabbing pain
fever, 40°C

Caruso becomes delirious












first aids
megical consultation






subphrenic abscess
septic peritonitis
decompensated heart failure
polypnea



injection of a counterirritant
(camphorated oil)
oxygen inhalation
morphine



Enrico Caruso dies
at 9:97 AM
in room 513, Hotel Vesuvio
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“The patient presented with septic periionitis, with
septicaemia as evidenced by extreme restlessness;
labored breathing, rapid pulse (over 140 beats per
minute); generalized abdomen tenderness; paralytic
tleus; inability to take fluids, including water, in spite
of an extreme thirst; profuse perspiration; anuria
proved by bladder catheterization; in short the entire
picture of the disease showed clear signs of
generalized infection that was progressing vey
rapidly.”

(Raffaele Chiarolanza)
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’&a August 3, 1921

(ARUSO UNDERWENT
T OPERATIOMERE

“ One Was for BLop us:on
Doctors(Revea iver's
" e Withheld.

O° SH—

YSIC@S ARE SHOCKED

®\ _

X-Ray Photographs Taken Before
Voyage Convinced Experts That
Tenor Had Recovered.




6%# New Jork Times
&

Angust 3, 1921

S
¢ Carugo’'s death 1is surprise to
me,"” said Dr. Erdm . ‘* Before he
left for Italy, radi ; were made

of the parts of his)p 'y {ch had been
affected, and th pictures were
ianected by a @ fclans and sur-
geons who h ed the singer.

‘“1t was imous verdict that
Caruso c er completely. Not
one of c es gave the least indi-
mtlo uture trouble. There was no
sig us in any of them."”
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Arrivederci,
l Enrico... ’
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